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Synopsis

Beginning with music fundamentals, The Complete Musician covers all the topics necessary for a
thorough understanding of undergraduate music theory by focusing on music in context. Rather
than rote learning of concepts and memorizing terms, The Complete Musician emphasizes how
theory informs the work of performers. Composers respond not only to their instincts, experiences,
and training in every work they write; they also follow certain ideals and models when appropriate,
and modify them to fit their own personal vision. Theory is not a "theoretical" activity; it is a living one
that responds to how music is composed and performed. Understanding how theory intersects with
composition and performance is key to seeing its relevance to students’ wider musical lives. The

Complete Musician makes this connection.
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Customer Reviews

"The best book on the market. It has a superior balance of basic and complex concepts, terms,
exercises, and examples." - Peter Susser, Columbia University"l love teaching out of The Complete
Musician." - Don Traut, University of Arizona"The Complete Musician provides a more holistic
approach to theory than other texts. This text will absolutely help students’ performing abilities and
how they approach and understand music." - Alex Nohai-Seaman, Suffolk County Community
College"This text is comprehensive, extremely thorough, and sophisticated." - Jeffrey Loeffert,

Oklahoma State University

Steven G. Laitz is chair of the Music Theory and Analysis department at The Juilliard School and



Professor of Music Theory at the Eastman School of Music. He serves as Director of the Gail Boyd
de Stwolinski Center for Music Theory Pedagogy at the University of Oklahoma and Executive

Editor of Music Theory Pedagogy Online.
Just as expected. | had to buy this for my theory classes in college and while | do not like theory,
this book has some interesting components and information to share. Very helpful. Only thing that

would be nice is if the students had access to answers of the questions in the book.

This book is great!Material of the highest quality and easy to understand.And as the name of the

book, my expectation is to study all the book’s content and become a complete musician.

| got what i expected and pretty fast

My son is very pleased!
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